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About the “Local” tips found throughout this Guide: The contributing Local Authors

of this Guide, are the friends, family, and team members at the Crystal Bay Hotel. The Crystal
Bay Hotel is a recently restored National Historic hotel that has been a destination for Saint
Petersburg’s visitors since 1915. Their combined knowledge of the area and their insights
will greatly assist you in a memorable stay while visiting the Saint Petersburg area. Their
“Local” tips are from their own experiences and visiting friends and family, no paid ads, no

comp dinners... just a “Guide” for our “friends and family” who visit the area.

Enjoy!
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Most Visitors Come To Saint Petersburg, Florida
For Just 3 Reasons...
Sunshine, Sunshine & Sunshine!

(But now there’s more than that... read on...)

Where To Stay?

Most visitors to Saint Petersburg may think that there are only two schools of thought when

visiting Saint Petersburg. Downtown or The Beach?
Tip: But, there are really 3 read on...

1. Downtown: Downtown Saint Petersburg is fabulous. A waterfront downtown with
great restaurants and things to do, it is across the entire city to visit the Gulf
Beaches, and depending on the type of visit you are looking for one and maybe two
nights you are ready to move on. What this guide will point out is that downtown
may be perfect for a day trip or a “night on the town”, but it doesn’t necessarily
determine your “place to stay”, especially for any length of time and especially if you
are looking to unwind with peace and quiet.

2. The Gulf Beaches: The Gulf Beaches is a great place and a great place to stay.
Beach resorts are great for those who want to have a great time and have a
more active “party-like” atmosphere. If this is the type of experience you are
looking for, GREAT! Use this Guide and enjoy the “party” and please remember
to “Visit Saint Petersburg SAFE”.

3. “West End” Saint Petersburg - This area of Saint Petersburg is known by the
locals as the “West End”, because of it being located at the “west end” of the city.
The “West End” is located at the west end of Central Avenue, ending at the foot
of the Treasure Island Causeway that leads just minutes to some of the greatest

beaches in the World (yes, you read that right, “World”). Each year one (or



more) of these beaches rank “Top 10 Beaches” not only in the country but
worldwide. In this Guide, we will offer the “local insights” in visiting these great
beaches. On the west end, you will find brick-lined streets, and amazing sunsets
over the Boca Ciega Bay (Sunset Park), with million-dollar mansions. West End
is for those who are looking to really relax, restore and unwind. You will not find
the hustle and bustle of downtown or the partying along the Gulf Beaches, you
will find yourself a place of rest and healing (a real get-a-way). For over 100
years celebrities like Babe Ruth and Marilyn Monroe stayed in the “Westend

district”.

Local Tip - Babe Ruth’'s home is located overlooking the bay in the “west end” district.
Also, the Westend is known for its Sacred Lands and Native American history with

the site of an ancient Tocobaga village.

Local Tip: Closet beach to the Westend is Treasure Island - 2miles west on
Central Ave to the end, Gulf Blvd. go south to the next light parking is on the
left and right).

Visit:https://www.mytreasureisland.org/residents/departments/recreation/beaches.php




Now The Other 3 Reasons People Visit St. Petersburg...

Relax, Restore & Unwind...

(And do we have a place for you!)

Lodging: There are hundreds of places to stay in the Saint Petersburg area,
however, if you are looking for a “local experience” or to experience the “Old Florida
Charm” with all the modern conveniences. Check out the Crystal Bay Hotel.
Located at the west end of Central Avenue, overlooking the Boca Ciega Bay. This
1915 historic gem is definitely worth looking into. With 60 rooms, a pool, a dining
room, and even a Butterfly Garden and their own herb garden. This place really
takes you back in time. Totally renovated in 2015 and placed in the National
Register of Historic Hotels the hotel offers free Wi-Fi, free parking, and check out
their own STAY Modern features such as “contactless” check-in (no need to visit

the front desk), Just go to your room and you are given a 4-digit code to get access



to your room and a late night code for the front door. Free Wi-Fi easy access to our
Wi-Fi network from anywhere in the hotel. In the morning, complimentary breakfast

is served in the dining room.

Traveling With A Pet? A few rooms have been set aside as “pet friendly” just call for

details.

FREE Parking: The parking lot is directly across from the main entrance to the hotel on

74th Street North, or you may use street parking around the hotel.

Local Tip: Call the hotel directly and mention the "Friends and Family” program.

This will get you the GUARANTEED lowest rate anywhere, but more importantly, you
get a FREE UPGRADE to the "best room" available. So, you could end up with the Babe
Ruth's Suite or any of the other "Specialty Suites” such as the Veranda Suite or King
Deluxe saving you $$$$ and enhancing your stay. Just call 727 914-7676 and mention
the "Friends and Family” discount or enter the coupon code: Friends if you are booking

online. COUPON CODE: direct

Click to check availability: https://crystalbayhotel.client.innroad.com/

Hotel Information

Address: 7401 Central Ave., St. Petersburg, FL 33710

Phone: (727) 914-7676

Please Note: All the listings in this guide show the travel time from

the "Westend" of Saint Petersburg and the Crystal Bay Hotel.



Nearby Restaurants (walking distance from the Crystal Bay Hotel)

The Wheelhouse (American fare, Gastropub, craft beers) - 1 Block away

The Wheelhouse specializes in craft beers from both local and national
breweries paired with a friendly and comfortable atmosphere to enjoy them in.
They make delicious French bread pizzas, sandwiches, salads, wings, and

appetizers to enjoy while you relax in a modern American pub environment.

Tip: located across the street and one block over from the Crystal Bay Hotel.

Great place for a burger and beverage, with a casual atmosphere.

Address: 7220 Central Ave, St. Petersburg, FL 33707 (0.2 miles, 0.3 km)

Thewheelhousestpete.com Phone: (727) 623- 0589



Alesia Restaurant - 2 Blocks Away
Cozy Vietnamese-French cafe showcasing plates such as summer rolls, ratatouille & banh mi.

Founded by three partners with French, Vietnamese, and Chinese upbringings, Alésia
Restaurant is the culinary embodiment of these childhood influences and the eclectic mix of

dishes and flavors they were naturally raised with.

Tip: Located across the street and two blocks away from the Crystal Bay Hotel
add this to your "must-do'' list. Enjoy outside patio dining and a menu you can
experience without having to travel halfway across the globe! This is something
you won't get to experience "back home”, and makes a great "This Is The Life"

social media posting...

7204 CENTRAL AVE | ST PETERSBURG | FL 33707 PHONE 727 345-9701

Patio Dining / Pickup / Delivery  http://www.alesiarestaurant.com/




Nearby Restaurants - Short Drive (10 min.) - Mexican

VIP Lounge & Restaurant (Mexican, Restaurant and Bar)

Tip: Serving Really Great Mexican Food Since The 1970s (yes, you read that
right 1970's) - Perfect for "off hours” because it gets busy and there are some
outside tables in the back. A real “local” experience.. There is parking in the
rear of the building and public (pay) parking adjacent. Note: Throughout your stay
in St. Petersburg watch for "Tow" signs and "no beach parking” signs because

they do get enforced.

Phone: (727) 360-5062
Address: 10625 Gulf Blvd, Treasure Island, FL 33706 (2.1 miles, 3.4 km)

www.viplounge-fla.com
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Nearby Restaurants - Short Drive (10 min.) - Seafood
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Middle Grounds (Seafood) $$$$ (2 miles away)

Tip: 6reat for special occasions or if you just want to “splurge” for really great

seafood.
Phone: (727) 360-4253
Address: 10925 Gulf Blvd, Treasure Island, FL 33706 (2 miles, 3.2 km)

https://www.middlegroundsgrill.com/
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Leverock’s (Seafood)

Tip: Just a few miles drive from Crystal Bay (south on Park Street to Pasadena,
turn right and it is on the left). Classic "Old School” Florida seafood, with "Early

Bird"” and drink specials and moderate prices.
Phone: (727) 367-4588

Address: 840 Pasadena Ave S, St. Petersburg, FL 33707 (1 mile, 1.6 km)

Leverock's Great Seafood | Seafood Restaurant in St. Petersburg, FL (leverocks.com)
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Ted Peter's Famous Smoked Fish

Local Tip: 6reat outside dining, not just smoked fish on the menu, family-
operated for over 70 years. Short, a few minute drive from the hotel. Note:

Cash Only, closed Tuesday. Featured on Diners, Drive-Ins, and Divesl!

1350 Pasadena Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33707

http://www.tedpetersfish.com/
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On The Beach Dining (15 minutes away)

Caddy’s on the Beach

Tip: Yes, you read that right. This place is right on the beach with the sand
between your toes. Located on the south end of Treasure Island in the Sunset
Beach community (real “old Florida” feel when there were dozens of these places

on the beach). Visit: Caddy's Waterfront Restaurant | The Best Waterfront Dining in

Tampa Bay (caddys.com)

Address: 9000 W Gulf Blvd, Treasure Island, FL 33706 (2.9 miles, 4.7 km)
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Jungle Prada Terrace - Doc Ford's Rum Bar & Grille (12 minutes away)
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8790 Bay Pines Blvd, St. Petersburg, FL 33709

https://www.docfords.com/jungle-terrace/

Local Tip: Open-air seating overlooking Boca Ciega Bay with great food and
drinks. A real Florida, local experience. Consider lunch or early dinner, because

“this place can get busy”.
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John’s Pass Village and Boardwalk (a 12-minute drive from Crystal Bay)

Local Tip: A Top-of-The-List for visitors and guests. Great place to go for
dinner, and souvenirs and watch the sunset (you can walk under the bridge to the
beach). Also, any water activities (parasailing, wave runners, tour boats) can be

found here or this is a place to go if you get rained out at the beach.

John’s Pass - 12901 Gulf Blvd, Madeira Beach  Visit: https://johnspassvillage.net/
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Candy Kitchen - Madeira Beach

Local Tip: Don't be surprised if there is a line out the door for ice cream. This
s “the place to go (and see) for ice cream and sweets since 1950. (Just a few
minutes past John's Pass Fishing Village, on the right). So, when you are finished

at John's Pass head north on Gulf Blvd and Candy Kitchen is on your right.

Phone: (727) 392-6803
Address: 13711 Gulf Blvd, Madeira Beach, FL 33708 (4.0 miles, 6.4 km)

candykitchenfl.com
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Gulfport Waterfront District (just 15 minutes from Crystal Bay)

Local Tip: “Old Florida” village with shops, ice cream, restaurants, and bars. A
great way to spend some time wandering the streets of this quaint village.
There's plenty of free parking. It is more of an “artist community” than your
typical tourist destination and if you like Italian food really consider Pia's (next

listing).
FYI... Gulfport Art Walk (First Friday of the month 5 PM - 9 PM)

Address: 3129 Beach Blvd S, Gulfport, FL 33707 (3.9 miles, 6.3 km)

First-Friday-Art-Walk (visitgulfportflorida.com)
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Pia’s Trattoria (Southern Italian) - Gulfport Florida

Pia’s Trattoria (Southern Italian)
Phone: (727) 327-2190
Address: 3054 Beach Blvd S, Gulfport, FL 33707 (4.0 miles, 6.4 km)

piastrattoria.com

Local Tip: Great food and atmosphere that is “"off the beaten path”. A real
“Vacation Date Night”. A top favorite with Crystal Bay's staff and guest

recommendation, makes for a memorable time.
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Downtown Saint Petersburg (20 minutes from Crystal Bay)

Local Tip: Head to Beach Drive, stroll the waterfront shops, and park. Enjoy brunch,
lunch, or dinner at any of the restaurants along and around Beach Drive and be
"Wowed". With a South Beach or Mediterranean vibe, you will keep asking yourself

“"Am I still in St. Pete”? A great place to spend a few hours and take it all in.

Plenty of parking options, meters are strictly enforced, parking garages and 2-hour

parking places are available with a short walk. If you are there on a Saturday..

St. Petersburg Saturday Morning Market visit: saturdaymorningmarket.com

Address: 101 1st Street SE, St. Petersburg, FL 33701 (7.6 miles, 12.2 km)
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Paciugo Gelato & Caffe’ - Beach Drive, Saint Petersburg

Local Tip: If you are strolling along Beach Drive and are a fan of Gelato Paciugo
saves you a trip to Italy. It is the "Real Deal”. A must for your Beach Drive

experience.

Paciugo

Phone: (727) 209-0298

Address: 300 Beach Dr. NE #120, St. Petersburg, FL 33701 (7.3 miles, 11.8 km)

paciugo.com
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Additional Things To Do In Saint Petersburg
Museums

St. Petersburg Museum of History visit: spmoh.com
Florida Holocaust Museum visit: flholocaustmuseum.org
Salvador Dali Museum visit: thedali.org

Chihuly Glass Museum  visit: chihuly.com

Museum of Fine Arts visit: mfastpete.org

Sunken Gardens

Local Tip: A real Florida Roadside attraction in operation. Over 100 years old

and over 50,000 exotic tropical plants and birds. It is worth the look.. and just a

short drive from Beach Drive.

Sunken Gardens -1825 4th St. N., St. Petersburg FL 34704

Visit: https://www.stpete.org/visitors/sunken gardens.php
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Pass-a-Grille St. Pete Beach (30 minutes away)

The Historic Hurricane Seafood Restaurant

809 Gulf Way, St Pete Beach, FL 33706 Visit: thehurricane.com

Local Tip: Located at the southern end of the barrier islands is a community
referred to as Pass-A-Grille. Quaint village atmosphere, incredible sandy white
beaches. Perfect for sunsets. You cannot miss the Hurricane Seafood
Restaurant at the southern end. Perfect spot for lunch or dinner and for the best
sunset experience, try the roof-top bar that overlooks everything. Shell Island,
Ft. Desota is to the south, and a wide-open Gulf of Mexico to the west.. and

morel!
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Fort Desoto

Fort De Soto Park (Dog-friendly beach)
Phone: (727) 582-2267
Address: 3500 Pinellas Bayway S, St. Petersburg, FL 33715 (12.8 miles, 20.6 km)

visitstpeteclearwater.com/article/fort-de-soto-park

Local Tip: Ok if you really want a “"beach day”... this is it. Pack a lunch or grab
something along the way. It's worth a few dollars in tolls and a $5.00 per car
admission fee. Visit and walk around the fort then head up to the North Beach (a
top-rated beach worldwide). Besides the unspoiled beaches (no condos, no
buildings, just the natural trees) this park is great for hiking, biking, fishing, and
Kayaking. If you are traveling with Fido, the Dog Beach there is one of the best

Dog Beaches anywhere and not to be missed!
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Day Trip “South”

Overview & Options
Skyway Bridge
Ellenton Premium Outlet Mall - 5461 Factory Shops Blvd, Ellenton, FL 34222

Visit: https://www.premiumoutlets.com/outlet/ellenton

Ringling Museum - 5401 Bay Shore Rd, Sarasota, FL 34243 Visit: https://www.ringling.org/

St. Armand’s Key, Sarasota - St. Armands Circle Visit: https://starmandscircleassoc.com/

Local Tip: Heading over the Skyway Bridge is an "awe”. Consider heading over to
Bradenton Beach and heading south to St. Armands. (unless you want to see the
Ringling Museum). St. Armands Circle is a large circle of great restaurants and
shops. Plenty of free parking on the circle and side streets. Before you leave,
head over to the beach on the west side of the circle for some amazing beaches.
Consider taking the “"mainland” back and stopping at the Ellenton Mall. Note:
Watch your travel times Your GPS may indicate “one hour” and because of traffic

it can increase in a matter of minutes to what seems two hours.

25



Day Trip “North”

The Greek Fishing Village - Tarpon Springs

Local Tip: Tourist-oriented with gift and souvenir shops. They are known for
their sponges and soaps. Great restaurants, it is a nice little walk down their
town "strip” going in and out of the small shops. There's plenty of “pay station”
parking that you see as you enter the village. If you are not in the mood for
Greek food, try Rusty Bellies Waterfront Grill located a few blocks beyond the

end of the "strip” at 937 Dodecanese Blvd, Tarpon Springs, FL 34689 Visit: Hours &

Location | Rusty Bellies Waterfront Grill in Tarpon Springs, FL

Travel Tip: From St. Petersburg take the fastest US 19 north route and if you
are not pushed for time, consider the A-19 route for return allowing you to
explore, Fred Howard Park, Honeymoon Island, the Scottish, based town of
Dunedin, from there you have the option (time permitting) of traveling through
downtown Clearwater or head out to the famous Clearwater Beach. If you find
yourself on Clearwater Beach, choose the Sandkey Bridge and Gulf Boulevard

taking you down the barrier Island and the beach communities along the way.
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Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral - Tarpon Springs

Address: 36 N Pinellas Ave, Tarpon Springs, FL 34689 Visit: https://stnicholastarpon.org

Local Tip: If you enjoy visiting churches and cathedrals add this stop to your list.
I+ makes you feel like you traveled to Europe, breath-taking. Just walk up the
steps and open the door. It is an easy first stop as you head into Tarpon, check
for hours and events. Street parking is usually available surrounding the

cathedral.
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Dolphin Seeker - Guaranteed To See Dolphins (15 minutes away)

Local Tip: Put a little "Adventure” in your visit with the Dolphin Racer. The boat
is a large open powerboat (which looks like a big raceboat) that guarantees that
you will see dolphins. I can honestly say I never heard of anyone going out with

them and not seeing a dolphin.

Address: 3400 Pasadena Ave S, South Pasadena, FL 33707

Visit: https://www.starlitecruises.com/cruises/dolphin-surfing-speedboat-adventure.html
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Looking For A “Spiritual Experience”??

Local Tip: The Crystal Bay Hotel is owned by Spiritual Teacher / Healer, Dr.
Mark Tong. Attend special events, meditations or get a private session with "Dr.
Mark”. For further information and FREE Online Access to his "5 Day Spiritual

Transformation” Visit: www.InJust5Days.com or contact the hotel directly at 727

914-7676.

Remember to mention the “"Friends & Family” to receive the lowest price and best

room available at the Crystal Bay Hotel Phone +1 (727) 914-7676

Please share this guide by visiting www.saintpersburgflorida.info

Thank you and we look forward to your visit...

Sincerely,

Dr. Mark

29



